21 & 22 SEPTEMBER 2022

DAY 1 PROGRAMME

Welcome

The Scottish Learning Festival 2022 aims to showcase the wonderful educational work happening around
Scotland to inspire and inform educational practice and bring educators together. It provides a valuable and
unique opportunity to hear from, and learn from, a range of educational leaders, practitioners and
providers.
The theme for 2022 is: Being Me, Being Us: Placing learners at the heart of Scottish Education. It puts
learners at the heart of Scottish Education and reflects The United Nation’s Convention on the Rights of a
Child (UNCRC), the national model for professional learning, Realising the Ambition: Being Me publication
and also the themes of Ken Muir’s recent reform report ‘Placing Learners at the Centre’. The festival
programme has been carefully developed the reflect this theme.
SLF is free to attend and everyone with an interest in education is welcome to register. This year the
Themes has 64 seminars including spotlight sessions offering a fantastic line up of speakers, debates
programme
and opportunities for professional learning and networking.
Our programme will once again be held in an amazing 3D virtual venue and you will be able to view the
sessions anywhere from any device that has internet access.
You will need to register to access the virtual venue, but you don’t need to pre-register for sessions, all you
need to do is explore the programme, decide what you’d like to attend and just join any session of your
choice on the day.
NEW THIS YEAR
This year we are also hosting several small in-person satellite events throughout Scotland. The satellite
events will include spotlight sessions, subject specific debates, pupil-led sessions and learner showcases.
These have been organised as twilight events and will take place from 15.30 until 19.30. You will need to
pre-book to attend the in-person events and we expect these sessions to fill up fast so early booking is
recommended. If you can’t come along in person we will be streaming the sessions into the virtual venue so
you won’t miss out. Click here for more information
We look forward to welcoming you to SLF 2022.

Live Satellite Events
This year we are delighted to bring you six in-person satellite events throughout Scotland, three
on each day of SLF 2022.On day one, 21 September we are hosting events in Fife, Falkirk and
Aberdeen. The live, in-person sessions taking place will also be streamed through the digital venue
so anyone can take part.
Click on the image to reserve your place

online Spotlight Sessions
This year we are delighted to bring you five online spotlight sessions across both days of SLF
presented by educationalists and experts in their field. Each spotlight will focus on a specific
themes which include: Metacognition, Reading, Social Justice, Retrieval Practice and Early years.
Don’t forget, you don’t need to sign up for these spotlight sessions, simply register to get access to
our virtual environment and join these sessions as they happen.

Day one programme
HM Chief Inspector and Chief Executive of Education Scotland, will open the festival on
21 September. You can find more details of her session below, along with information
on the range of sessions taking place throughout day one, including the spotlight
sessions, seminars and in-person sessions at the satellite
venues.

Wednesday 21 September

08:00 - 08:45

Wednesday 21 September

10:00 - 10:45

Spotlight Session: Metacognition in the classroom and beyond
Metacognition is an everyday classroom process, but is often misunderstood. This workshop will explain the role of
metacognition in planning, monitoring and reflecting on learning activities. It will highlight some of the misconceptions
that exist about the concept, and provide practical classroom tools that can be applied immediately. Participants will also
be invited to explore the nature of metacognition when students undertake homework, revision, and other self-regulated
learning, and the session will provide guidelines and highlight common pitfalls. Finally, teacher metacognition will be
considered, and participants will be asked to consider the evidence behind their own professional judgements of learning.
Dr Jonathan Firth

School-College Pathways: Co-Creating the Learner Journey
This lively, engaging seminar explores how school-college partnerships support personalised learner journeys and positive
outcomes. Join young people, teachers, and college lecturers to hear how they collaborated to create seamless pathways.
Find out how colleges are working with early years, primary and secondary settings to inspire future aspirations, develop
meta-skills, and provide access to work-based learning in areas such as digital, life sciences, renewable energy and health
and social care. Listen to young people talk about the experience of college life, how learning new vocational skills made a
tangible difference and helped them make more informed choices about their future.
College Development Network

Empowerment - Where are we now?
Developing a culture of empowerment is reliant on releasing true agency for all partners that play a role in improving
outcomes for children and young people and ensuring they are at the centre of what we do. This can be achieved
through collaboration, co-creation and systemic trust.
A collective shared commitment and vision of the purpose of an Empowered System and what it can look like, can
support communication, collective efficacy and interaction between partners. We invite you to join this discussion to
explore the reality of what empowerment is and can be during a period of review and reform.
Campbell Hornell

Understanding conflict and emotional needs to transform relationships and lives
The Scottish Centre for Conflict Resolution (SCCR) has psychoeducational tools that help to develop a better
understanding of our emotional self. These are free practical resources that will either enhance or improve existing
support for learners or as self-study resources for individuals. As an underpinning life skill in the developmental stage of
young people, understanding and managing emotions is critical to their health and wellbeing and their capacity to grow
and develop. The SCCR will introduce and demonstrate their resources. Finally in a short film Renfrewshire High will
describe their experience of using the resources in their school.
Duncan Gordon

They were a joy!: Partnership working to promote cultural diversity in Glasgow schools
Scotland continues to struggle to have a teaching profession that represents the cultural diversity of the population. In
2021-22, the School of Education at the University of Strathclyde partnered with the EAL Service of Glasgow City Council
to create outreach placements for undergraduate students studying to be English teachers in Oman. These Arabic
speaking students worked in secondary schools to support EAL pupils and worked with migrant children in primary
schools across Glasgow. This presentation will explore the process used to create the partnership, develop the placements
and to assess the merits of the projects with the aim of inspiring other organisations to develop innovative ways to
promote diversity in Scottish schools.
Amanda Corrigan, University of Strathclyde; Rosaline Martin and Shagufta Ahmed, Glasgow City Council

Supporting Health and Wellbeing in ELC through trauma informed practice approaches
Find out how two different ELC settings are supporting the Health & Wellbeing of children and families through trauma
informed practice. Scottish Education Award Winners Glenburn ELCC will share their work on developing nurturing
approaches as a key to supporting mental health, wellbeing and attainment. Lullaby Lane Nurseries will share their work
on attachment led practice and the ways in which they are changing outcomes for children in their care.
Glenburn ELCC, Renfrewshire; Lullaby Lane Nurseries, Glasgow

Wednesday 21 September

12:30 - 13:15

Additional Support for Learning (ASL): Supporting Me, Supporting Us in Inclusive Practice
The live seminar will provide professional learning relevant for all education practitioners, promoting inclusive education for
children and young people. The seminar will include: Policy and Practice context setting by the EIS, EIS members and
practitioners sharing strategies that work in their settings, School pupils' views on ASN intervention which has worked well,
The OU outlining further learning available, Space for participants to collaboratively try out some tools and tips, such as logic
models, and Appreciative Inquiry. The recorded seminar, alongside links to accompanying resources, will be hosted on the EIS
website as an open educational resource.
Educational Institute of Scotland

Coffee, Elves and Rock & Roll – That’s Enterprise!
This session will explore the wider definition of enterprise education and what it looks like across 3-18 provision in Scotland,
making links to the Young Person’s Guarantee, Developing the Young Workforce, Building the Curriculum Four, Learning for
Sustainability and more. You will hear first-hand of the impact and discover the support available to help embed enterprise in
our learning and teaching. Participants will leave feeling inspired, with free digital badges, classroom resources, access to CLPL
and membership of our online community.
Julie Degnan

Learning for Sustainability (LfS), the Professional Standards and you: supporting the learner entitlement
to LfS
‘Making a professional commitment to learning and learners that is compatible with the aspiration of achieving a sustainable
and equitable world embodies what it is to be a teacher in Scotland’ ( GTC Scotland Professional Standards 2021)
Learning for Sustainability is an international and national priority in education, an entitlement for learners in Scotland, and
underpins the Professional Standards for Teachers as a key cross-cutting theme.
Join us to explore the new GTC Scotland Learning for Sustainability Hub, and hear from practitioners about how to realise this
most vital of themes in your practice and the wider life of your setting.
ELC, Primary and Secondary Practitioners
Louise Campbell, GTC Scotland
Kirsten Leask and Betsy King, Learning for Sustainability Scotland

Gaelic (Learners) as part of the curriculum
This session will focus on the delivery of Gaelic (Learners) as part of the curriculum. Attendees will hear about pedagogical
practices that enable progression into senior phase, contributing to the growth and sustainability of the language.
Bòrd na Gàidhlig will give an overview of current structures supporting Gaelic as an additional language and Fèisean nan
Gàidheal will present on how they are supporting wider cultural input, outlining how community involvement can be harnessed
to extend and develop delivery. The seminar will introduce attendees to the GLEANS (a virtual Gaelic network) and will explore
the online resources available to schools.
Bòrd na Gàidhlig

Coaching in Education - how coaching in education is supporting the education workforce and
having a positive impact
A growing number of educators in Scotland are experiencing the powerful and transformational benefits of coaching and
continue to champion the importance of coaching in supporting individuals and in turn having a positive impact on learners.
This session will:
give an overview of the breadth of coaching which is developing throughout education in Scotland and how a coaching
strategy is emerging through work with a broad range of educators.
give participants the opportunity to contribute to the development of the coaching strategy in education for Scotland
Education Scotland and GTCS
How good is our Saturday Night (project)? Using the new community learning and development framework
to evaluate youth work
This session will focus on an example of practitioners using the How good is our community learning and development (4th
edition) framework to support them in improving practice.
Practitioners from North Lanarkshire Council, CLD Youth Work team will show how they used the framework to reflect and
self-evaluate their work at the Saturday Night Project. This will include how they made sure that the voices of young people
were at the centre of this evaluation.
June Ford , Youth Work Manager, North Lanarkshire Council

Wednesday 21 September

14:00 - 14:45

Spotlight Session: What Science Tells Us about How to Teach Reading
What exactly is the ‘science of reading’ and how can it inform and improve our classroom practice? This session offers an
introduction to an effective way to teach reading based on current international research. Almost all children—including
those with reading difficulties and dyslexia—can be successful in reading when they are taught and supported using the
most up-to-date scientifically proven methodologies.
Anne Glennie

Safeguarding learner wellbeing
During this session, we will hear from practitioners placing learner wellbeing at the core of their whole school approach.
In particular, the session will look at evaluating the progress of learner wellbeing, including identifying strategies for next
steps & how these can be monitored for impact.
Practitioners

You Can’t Be What You Can’t See: Improving the Experience of Early Career Minority Ethnic
Educators
With the under-representation of Minority Ethnic (ME) educators in Scotland, how can we recruit and retain a diverse
education workforce for every learner to thrive? The 2022 Diversity in the Teaching Profession Annual Data report shows
that 1.8% of teachers identify as being from a ME background, still far from the 4% target by 2030. Starting off from
Initial Teacher Education, this seminar will explore the barriers faced by ME adult learners, key drop-off points and ways in
which these can be addressed according to the Scottish Government working group looking at Diversity in the Teaching
Profession and Education Workforce.
Guest speakers and members of the Scottish Government working group looking at Diversity in the Teaching
Profession and Education Workforce

Designing Our Outdoor World
Join Nils Aksnes and Keira Anderson (Make + Do Design Studio) and Madeleine Conn (Cultural Coordinator, Argyll and Bute
Council) to explore how creative approaches to outdoor spaces impacted on learners’ mental health and wellbeing in the
Designing Our Outdoor World primary project. We will explore how a design thinking approach and creative writing
provided opportunities for pupils to understand their own creative agency, through a series of workshops which
encouraged observation, play and collaboration to explore, capture and enhance outdoor spaces

Nils Aksnes and Keira Anderson,Make + Do Design Studio and Madeleine Conn, Cultural Coordinator, Argyll and Bute
Council

How can schools align assessment in the Senior Phase with learning & teaching to develop 21st Century learners
A key recommendation of the Stobart Report identifies the importance of seeking a better alignment between assessment,
curriculum and pedagogy through broadening forms of assessment. This session will explore how curriculum innovation
using a real world project based model is developing and engaging 21 Century learners and what opportunities exist to
align assessment approaches to these objectives. This session will offer an opportunity to hear from teachers, young people
and employers of the impact of this model and how collaboration between Secondary and FE sectors can develop new
approaches to assessment in the Senior Phase
The session will be hosted by Secondary school staff
Taking the climate and biodiversity crises seriously: learners and practitioners taking action and making a
difference
Ken Muir's report 'Putting Learners at the Centre' says climate change is to be a key driver influencing the future of our
education system. But what might this look like? Join us to hear how learners and practitioners in Stirling are working
together to make this recommendation a reality. During this seminar we will hear directly from Allan's Nursery, Dunblane
Primary and St Modan's Secondary Additional Support Needs provision and how they are working together to realise
learners entitlement for Learning for Sustainability and help combat climate change.
Participants will be inspired and encouraged to take action in their setting.
Danny Smith Jennifer Hutton Iona McCroary Vicky Cunningham plus learners from these establishments and climate
ambassadors will be contributing

Wednesday 21 September

15:45 - 16:30

Teachers Making Effective Use of Digital to Enhance Learning
In this session, teachers will demonstrate how they have used digital to make their learning more engaging, their
planning less time consuming and assessment more effective with tips and ideas to take back to your own classroom.

Erin Burns, Michelle Hardie, Lauren McIntyre

Meaningful Parental Engagement around Starting School: Sharing the Glasgow ‘Families in
Partnership’ Approach.
The Glasgow Improvement Challenge Family Learning Team and Haghill Park Primary Parents Group will showcase a citywide family engagement project which saw every pre-school family in Glasgow receive a four-week ‘starting school’
activity kit, along with support to take part in fun activities which helped the whole family prepare for their transition.
Come and hear about the successes, challenges and outcomes of this partnership approach with Glasgow’s early years
services and the city’s Leaders of Early Learning.
Kerry Hamilton

Outdoor Education, Equity, Evaluation & Impact for Learners – providing an outdoor experience
that is available to all Scottish Young People
We will explore a definition of wellbeing through Outdoor Education, around feeling good and functioning well. It is about
how we help young people to flourish. We will discuss research and impact of learners during the 2021-22 academic year
through our recent research. We are open to discussing any questions educators have around accessing the experience
(funding, programme design and sharing ideas).
Martin Davidson

Our Anti-Racist Curriculum – real examples to affect change
The Scottish Government’s Race Equality and Anti-Racist Education Programme (REAREP) prioritises an anti-racist
education for all of Scotland’s children and young people. But what does it look like in the classroom?
In this session, educators from 3-18 will share examples and approaches to enacting an Anti-Racist Curriculum. There
will be time to hear practical ideas and educators’ reflections, think about resources and whole-school approaches, and
time for questions and discussion.
Practitioners from 3-18

Northern Alliance - ELC Curriculum Rationale Improvement Programme
This session will explore the Northern Alliance Curriculum Rationale Improvement Programme which incorporated
Improvement Methodology tools, had a focus on practitioner wellbeing and a holistic understanding of Curriculum as
defined in Realising the Ambition. 30 settings from across the Northern Alliance took part with the support of strategic
leads and central early years teams. A core strength of the programme was the use of Sketchnotes as a tool to support
practitioner reflection. Practitioners who took part in the programme will share how the use and development of a
common visual language was a powerful way for their teams to strengthen their shared understanding of curriculum and
their own personal rationale for practice in their unique context.
Ruth Reid and Practitioner

Becoming a Centre of Excellence in Financial Education - Crosshouse Primary School
This will be a joint presentation from Crosshouse Primary School (South Lanarkshire) and Young Enterprise Scotland.
Crosshouse Primary School will share their journey in using a whole-school approach to embed financial education across
their curriculum and how they became a centre of excellence in financial education. Young Enterprise Scotland will share
how they have supported this process and the wide range of financial education support that is available.
Isabelle Murray and Marie Leck

Wednesday 21 September

16:45 - 17:30

Can young people in your school identify, develop and articulate their Meta-skills?
St Luke’s High School in East Renfrewshire will detail how they introduced a whole school approach to further embed
Meta-skills within their school. Speakers will include an SDS Education Executive, the Head Teacher and the Developing
the Young Workforce (DYW) Coordinator.
Each will give their view on why they consider the development of Meta-skills is vital to young people and importantly
describe their approach to implementing this across all learning and teaching.
Young people will also describe what this school wide focus on Meta-skills has meant for them and how this has helped
them make informed choices about future job aspirations.
Skills Development Scotland and St Luke's High School, East Renfrewshire

High Quality Provision for under 3s
West Johnstone ELCC will share how they use observation to capture the child’s holistic development and inform future
learning. Additionally, there will be a focus on how the learning environment is used to promote curiosity and wonder
from the earliest stage and the long term benefits and impact. The role of the practitioner will be explored with a focus
on when to support children but not to interfere. The session will also hear from Fiona McLeod, manager at Stornoway
Childcare Centre and how they have developed high quality provision for their two year olds, sharing the process of how
this happened and its impact.
Fiona McLeod , manager at Stornoway Childcare Centre

Using the Care Experienced Children and Young People Fund for improved learner outcomes
This seminar will focus on the impact of the CECYP funding on the wellbeing and educational experiences and outcomes
of children and young people with care experience. Presentations delivered by educational leads from Stirling, South
Ayrshire and North Lanarkshire councils will exemplify the creative ways they have used the funding to support care
experienced children and their families in their local areas.
A panel Q & A session will give participants the opportunity to ask questions about the approaches highlighted in the
LAs’ presentations or around wider national practices.
Educational leads from Stirling, South Ayrshire and North Lanarkshire

Primary Curriculum Design in Practice - a conversation between learners from innovative schools
Meet learners from a range of quite different primary schools where the curriculum has been transformed. Listen as they
discuss the differences, similarities and what matters to them about these innovative settings. Learners will explore what
makes their own curriculum work, and offer a first-hand lived experience of how it feels to learn within these diverse
examples of curriculum design. Staff from the schools will be on hand to answer any additional questions.
Learners from Primary Schools

Reading Leadership: the role of learners in building a whole-school reading culture
At Scottish Book Trust, we know that reading can change lives. From improving attainment across the curriculum to
boosting wellbeing, empathy and critical thinking, building a reading culture in your school can have a life-changing
impact on your learners.
This session will focus on how pupils can take ownership over building a reading culture in their school. We’ll share
insights from primary and secondary Reading Leadership groups and discuss how schools can put learners at the centre
of Reading Schools accreditation.
Megan Graham

Dignity in School: a children’s rights-based approach to learning
This session will focus on a rights-based approach to education centring around our Dignity in School programme at
Children’s Parliament, reflecting on our work and some of the challenges and opportunities it opened up. We’ll invite two
children to join the session to talk about what they have been doing in their school and the difference it has made for
them.
We will invite participants to reflect on their rights-based practice and challenge them to seek out opportunities to engage
their learners and place them at the heart of the school.
Colin Morrison and Beth Goodyear from Children’s Parliament

Wednesday 21 September - SATELLITE EVENTS
Here you can find details of the live sessions taking place at the satellite events. These will also be
streamed through the online environment. The timings of each sessions is listed alongside each
session description.
Don’t forget to register at www.SLF2022.com to get access to these sessions.

16:45 - 18:00

Launch of the National Discussion on the vision for Scottish education

There is no doubt that everyone working in and supporting education in Scotland is committed to the success of every
child or young person. Building on the considerable strengths in Scotland’s education system, it is time to consider a
vision for what is next. The main purpose of the National Discussion is a vision for Scottish Education in the future, that
meets the needs of all Scottish learners. Our National Discussion places children and young people at the heart of the
conversation and as facilitators, we enter this National Discussion with open minds and an intention to genuinely listen,
learn and represent a full range of views from across Scotland. We will raise a simple but profound question – ‘what kind
of education system will be needed by children and young people in Scotland in the future and how do we make that a
reality?
Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills, Shirley-Ann Sommerville and the National Discussion
Facilitators, Professor Alma Harris and Professor Carol Campbell

17:15 - 18:45

Scotland's Curriculum - Where should we go now?

Our panellists all come from a broad range of backgrounds which allows them to contribute their extensive experience of,
and research into, curriculum to the discussion. During the debate they will share their unique perspective of what works,
what doesn’t and what needs to change to support Scotland’s curriculum.
This debate will be streamed live from Forth Valley College; online delegates will be able to participate in the discussion
through the virtual event portal.
Professor Mark Priestley, Professor of Education, University of Stirling and Lead Editor of the Curriculum
Journal; Bruce Robertson, Secondary HT and author of ‘The Teaching Delusion’ series; Rob Houben, educational
leader and public speaker from the Netherlands; Dr Jehan Al-Azzawi ,Transitions Teacher and member of
SAMEE; David Mitchel, Secondary Headteacher; Jenny Watson, Primary Headteacher; Dr Marion Burns, Chair of
Early Years Scotland

17:15 - 18:45

How do we best support children and young people with additional support
needs in a post-Covid Scotland?

This debate will be streamed live from The Northern Alliance Learning Hub at University of Aberdeen; online
delegates will be able to participate in the discussion through the virtual event portal.
Professor Lani Florian- Bell Chair, Inclusive Education Edinburgh University (TBC); Iain Nisbet, Solicitor
specialising in ASL legislation; Chris Ross, Children in Scotland – adult lead for the Young Ambassadors for
Inclusion; Cheryl Burnett, Vice Chair of the National Parent Forum for Scotland; Bernadette Cairns, Principal
Educational Pscyhologist, HIghland Coucnil; Dr. Ines Alves, Senior Lecturer in Inclusive Education and
Programme Leader for the MEd in Inclusive Education; Other panel members to be confirmed

18:10 - 19:15 Being Us: A reflection of our experiences in Scottish Education so far
New for 2022, we'll be joined by a group of young people from across Scotland to give a candid keynote on their
reflections on their experiences in Scottish education so far.
This session will be streamed live from Fife College; online delegates will be able to participate in the discussion through
the virtual event portal.
A group of learners from across Scotland

